
  

  

 

Salmond v Sturgeon 

 

  

 

Readers will no doubt have drawn their own conclusions about the events of the last two 

weeks. It has been a quite extraordinary episode and one which will have repercussions for 

many years to come, not least of which will be the (much needed) debate about how 

Holyrood should operate in the years ahead to ensure a scandal like this can never happen 

again. This has not just been a bitter feud between Alex Salmond and Nicola Sturgeon and 

an internecine war within the SNP but about the accountability of our supposedly democratic 

institutions. I can agree with Alex Salmond when he says that the leadership of these 

institutions has failed but that is not the end of the story. A substantial number of questions 

arise and three of the most important are about the following: 

 The role of the Crown Office (do not forget it is already under investigation for its 

wrongful convictions of innocent men) 

 Whether there should be parliamentary privilege in Holyrood 

 Whether the committee system at Holyrood is fit for purpose 



  

Link - The Sturgeon Salmond Dossier  

 

 

Meanwhile, the opinion polls are starting to move in the right direction but, be in no doubt, 

there is lots of hard work still to be done before May 6th. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1je-3kND6NAmK_RD9eJF0LzZKvfSo8HdD%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7Cc1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637507406456065936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MCVHC8egFT%2BJZBPKEt4XUTLmm2%2BtudB7es0s96iWtuw%3D&reserved=0


 

 



 

The Budget 

 

  

The UK economy has been though a lot recently, with the Coronavirus crisis severely 

damaging the economy, leaving 700,000 people without a job and reducing the UK total GDP 

by 10%. Additionally the UK has borrowed more money than at any other time during 

peacetime, a sum of £355bn. 

Despite this damage, the UK economy is set to recover fairly quickly. According to the bank 

of England the UK Economy could recover to pre-covid levels towards the end of 2021. 

Here are some of the key economic and spending commitments made by the Chancellor. 

  

 £1.2bn in funding for the Scottish government, £740m for the Welsh government and 

£410m for the Northern Ireland executive 

 Furlough to be extended until the end of September, the Government to continue 

paying 80% of employees' wages for hours they cannot work 

 Employers to be asked to contribute 10% in July and 20% in August and September 

 Economy forecast to rebound in 2021, with predicted annual growth of 4% this year 

 Corporation tax on company profits above £250,000 to rise from 19% to 25% in April 

2023 

 Economy forecast to return to pre-Covid levels by middle of 2022, with growth of 7.3% 

next year 

 Support for the self-employed also to be extended until September 

 £20 weekly uplift in Universal Credit worth £1,000 a year to be extended for another 

six months 

 Working Tax Credit claimants will get £500 one-off payment 

 Minimum wage to increase to £8.91 an hour from April 



 

 Unemployment expected to peak at 6.5% next year, lower than 11.9% previously 

predicted 

 No changes to rates of income tax, national insurance or VAT 

 Tax-free personal allowance to be frozen at £12,570 from April 2021 levels to 2026 

 Higher rate income tax threshold to be frozen at £50,270 from April 2021 levels to 

2026 

 Rate to be kept at 19% for about 1.5 million smaller companies with profits of less than 

£50,000 

 Stamp duty holiday on house purchases in England and Northern Ireland extended to 

30 June 

 No tax charged on sales of less than £500,000 

 Inheritance tax thresholds, pensions life time allowances and annual capital gains tax 

exemptions to be frozen at 2020-2021 levels until 2025-26 

 £1.65bn to support the UK's vaccination rollout and £50m to boost the UK's vaccine 

testing capability 

 £10m to support armed forces veterans with mental health needs 

 Tax breaks for firms to "unlock" £20bn worth of business investment 

 Firms will be able "deduct" investment costs from tax bills, reducing taxable profits by 

130% 

 Incentives for firms to take on apprentices to rise to £3,000 and £126m for traineeships 

 Lower VAT rate for hospitality firms to be maintained at 5% rate until September 

 Interim 12.5% rate will then apply for the following six months 

 New visa scheme to help start-ups and rapidly growing tech firms source talent from 

overseas 

 Contactless payment limit will rise to £100 later this year 

 All alcohol duties to be frozen for second year running 

 No extra tax on spirits, wine, cider or beer 

 Fuel duty to be frozen for eleventh consecutive year 

 Tobacco duties rose in November but no further rise in this Budget 

 New UK Infrastructure Bank to be set up in Leeds 

 It will have £12bn in capital, with aim of funding £40bn worth of public and private 

projects 

 £15bn in green bonds, including for retail investors, to help finance the transition to net 

zero by 2050 

 

Prisoner Voting 

 



  

 

In the midst of all this, we debated again the issue about prisoners serving sentences of 12 

months or less being permitted to vote in the May elections, just as was the case in the 

Shetland by-election (without parliament being permitted the necessary scrutiny). The 

Scottish Conservatives are the only party opposed to prisoners voting (63% of the electorate 

agree with us) as all the other parties have now argued that voting is an important part of 

rehabilitation. 

I fundamentally disagree with that claim. 

 

 

Climate Change – Environment Committee Report 

 

 

After weeks of taking a vast amount of evidence on climate change, the Environment 

Committee has now produced its final report. It is lengthy but, we hope, very reasoned and 

well-evidenced and very robust when it comes to making recommendations where we think 

the Scottish Government has failed. I will be leading for the party on this in the chamber 

tomorrow but here is a link to the main report. 

 

For me, one of the biggest challenges ahead is how to effect behaviour change without 

dictating to the public what they can and cannot do as government tries to reach very 

ambitious targets. There will be lots of debates ahead about how this can happen without 

punitive action against certain types of consumer behaviour. In particular, I think there is a 

highly charged debate to be had about how to protect our farmers against some of the 

extreme actions of those who say we should not be eating red meat……despite Scotland 

having some of the highest environmental standards anywhere when it comes to beef and 

lamb and animal welfare. 

  



Link - Environment Committee Report 

 

 

Evidence to the House of Lords Inquiry 

 

 

Two weeks ago, I was one of the members of the Environment Committee at Holyrood who 

gave evidence to the House of Lords Inquiry about the effect that Brexit has had on 

environmental standards and environmental governance. It was a very good session with a 

good level of engagement with their lordships and better understanding of the mechanisms 

which need to be put in place between the Westminster Government and the devolved 

administrations. Indeed, there was a strong sense of purpose in this respect with an 

acknowledgment that not enough engagement had happened hitherto. 

  

 

New facility at Perth Royal Infirmary 

 

  

Last week, there was some very good news. 

It has been announced that a state of the art £35 million elective surgery centre will be built at 

Perth Royal infirmary. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2FS5_Environment%2FReports%2FECCLR_2021.03.04_OUT_CS_CCPu_Report.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7Cc1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637507406456075922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CfbNxTpge8vg1qiBGf%2F1Mdod0vUWc9iKp8oLhEjG9uE%3D&reserved=0


 

The new facility will be able to carry out a range of very complex surgeries, 

including; gynaecology, neurosurgery, plastic surgery, breast surgery, urology, dermatology, 

as well as ear, nose and throat treatments.  

This investment in our healthcare services will help to ensure that we continue to receive the 

very best treatment from our national health service, as well as boosting Perth Royal 

Infirmary's reputation as a centre for medical excellences.  

 

In the News 

 

  



  

  

 

My Next Newspaper 

 

Link - My Latest Mail Newsletter 

 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1yXMd0mpRKBimJ4P_KZBoLRJ3p286LD-e%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7Cc1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637507406456075922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=reP5Nv7eAUXXC%2FEDDLu8lCClSCb2bpC%2FZRgV%2Bx%2BFWFM%3D&reserved=0


  

Find Out More About Me Here 

 

Perth & Kinross Conservative Website 

 

 

 

 

   

 

The Scottish Parliament Corporate Body is not responsible for the content of this publication 

or other internet sites. 

All personal data is process in line with my obligations under the general Data Protection 

Regulation. For more information, see privacy notice here - 

http://www.perthandkinrossconservatives.org.uk/privacy 
  

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2Fmsps%2Fcurrentmsps%2Fliz-smith-msp.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7Cc1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637507406456085914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KnocjyGx0%2FCEhtVl2f4LnRLbh2mkPoPavUc2UgVf8ls%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.perthandkinrossconservatives.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7Cc1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637507406456095912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SjhRtpA7Fc9OEmCN%2B%2FwrJIz6GdvsoK8c0WYYVeV7ULk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.facebook.com/LizSmithMSP/&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|c1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637507406456095912|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=R/wkprZ%2BbgWUSmpi33lchJTFuasUjZQqkefaekGwjqg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/MspLiz&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|c1c54556979344b2934608d8e19bc505|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637507406456105901|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=acy6lSaCyfCbtDe/bSWLEA6dq5bDFMVSuPTHSRoxsJM%3D&reserved=0

