
  

  

 

Holyrood Election 2021 

 

  

  

 

It looks likely that the Holyrood Election will be going ahead on 6th May. Clearly, there 

might still be restrictions in place so if you need a postal vote please use this link to 

register: 

  

Link - Postal Vote Register Website 

 

 

Remember, you will have TWO votes: 

 

 

1. For the candidate 
(lilac coloured ballot paper) 

 

2. For the party 
(orange coloured ballot paper) 

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.registertovote.service.gov.uk%2Fregister-to-vote%2Fcountry-of-residence&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336136805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=a0wO1O%2BV5akCYB37805yDnBhwIzjmRcPkzHMRuq10eY%3D&reserved=0


  

 

Along with telephone calling voters across Almond and Earn prior to the by-election on 25th 

March, Frank Smith and l have been spending quite a bit of time with several local 

businesses which are bearing the brunt of many of the Covid19 business challenges. 

Regrettably, our on-site visits have to be restricted while lockdown remains but we have 

managed to engage over the telephone and on Zoom. 

We have just issued this survey after which we will be undertaking follow-up calls. 



 

 



 

 

 

The Scandal Surrounding The Crown Office 

 



  

 

This may not have been the issue that has captured the major headlines in the last two 

weeks but it is significant and, yet again, shows the corruption that is at the heart of the 

Scottish Government.  

 

The Crown Office admitted the prosecution against former Rangers Football Club 

administrators, Clark and Whitehouse, were malicious and conducted without probable 

cause. The pair were arrested and detained in November 2014 and were charged in relation 

to Craig Whyte’s purchase of Rangers Football Club. The charges were dropped by the 

Crown Office in 2016. After the Lord Advocate investigated the prosecution, he concluded 

that it was carried out without a proper evidential basis and met the legal test for a malicious 

prosecution. (February 2021, link). 

 

In a letter to the Justice Committee, the Lord Advocate wrote: “an agreement was reached 

with each pursuer that he would be paid a sum by way of damages of £10.5 million… In 

addition to these payments by way of damages, interim payments have been made to each 

of the pursuers in respect of legal expenses. In respect of Mr Whitehouse, that sum is 

£1,650,000.00 and in respect of Mr Clark, the figure is £1,436,250.00.” These sums add up to 

a total of £24,086,250. Later he told Parliament that “with other cases pending, the cost to the 

public purse will increase and the ultimate cost is yet to be seen” (February 2021, link). 

 

The Scottish Conservatives are insisting this matter is investigated by an independent judge 

and not one from the Scottish bench. It looks like the Scottish Government will agree to an 

independent inquiry but, as yet, ministers seem unwilling to speak about who will chair the 

inquiry. 

 

As far as we are concerned, only a full, independent, judge-led inquiry can restore the 

public’s confidence, in the justice system. 

 

  

 

Supporting Local Newspapers  
 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2Fparliamentarybusiness%2Freport.aspx%3Fr%3D13110%26mode%3Dpdf&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336146796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FwC%2F336iGXOio6UbYM%2BBoHnP1bmer8or9acjZXLq6pc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2FS5_JusticeCommittee%2FGeneral%2520Documents%2F20210205_LAtoAT_Clark_and_Whitehouse_.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336146796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oJgNbNRIZ14UWMQYxAVdPAGXSQzRjWNScuVdNtY0iOU%3D&reserved=0


  

 

I was pleased to pay tribute to our local newspaper industry in a Scottish Conservative 

debate ten days ago when we demanded that the Scottish Government extends the period of 

business rates relief to local newspapers, many of which are already struggling to survive 

even without the additional burden of the pandemic. These newspapers have, on average, 

seen a cut of a third in their readership and a huge loss of advertising revenue because so 

many of their usual clients such as hotels, restaurants and holiday cottages are currently not 

operating and therefore not advertising their services. Our local newspapers are a crucial 

lifeline for both news and information, most especially for many older people who are not able 

to access news online, and they are an essential part of the democratic process in this 

country. 

 

We do not understand why the SNP has failed to include them in business support - neither 

does the industry. 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/gf_DTMKQsVQ&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336156794|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=jOTnzrVIsoB82rRATOzQNNG2J5hBFY%2B7h7LTqoKqGy8%3D&reserved=0


 

In The Local News 

 

 

Readers know that l have been campaigning for many years to have an upgraded rail-link 

between Edinburgh and Perth. The current line has seen very little change in journey times 

for the last century and is significantly behind the efficiency of similar routes in other parts of 

the UK (which average only 35-40 mins for this journey length in comparison to 60-65 mins). 

It is inadequate for the increasing commuter belts around Milnathort and Kinross and north 

Fife and its upgrade is strongly supported by many businesses and the chambers of 

commerce. 

 

The SNP however, seems set to cut £33m from the rail infrastructure part of the draft budget 

- something about which l questioned the Finance Secretary, Kate Forbes, at Finance 

Questions last week. 

  

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/X4YAnpv92NI&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336156794|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=BYVS6yWcO8OfqEnKtK2h3vhKK6OBlSDXDw%2B8305Vzso%3D&reserved=0


  

 

The Hate Crime Bill 

 

  

This highly controversial bill will shortly be coming to stage 3 following lengthy amendments 

at stage 2 in which the Scottish Conservatives, including myself, have been heavily involved. 

 

It is controversial because of some of the Orwellian moves to interfere in our lives (just as 

controversial in nature as the named person policy and that is saying something!) and 

because it has been so heavily opposed by the courts,the police, lawyers and the public at 

large. For example, the SNP a voted down a Scottish Conservative ‘dwelling defence’ 

amendment which would have protected people from prosecution for words said in your own 

home. Plus, the SNP has flatly refused to remove the stirring-up offences which threaten 

freedom of speech and a free press. 

 

In other words, it will make it easier for you to be prosecuted for words said privately in your 

own home. For the characteristics of religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, transgender 



 

identity and variations in sex characteristics the bill introduces stirring up of hatred offences. It 

is an offence to stir up hatred if behaviour is ‘intended to’ stir up hatred in a threatening or 

abusive way for these new offences. The Hate Crime Bill also offers no defence for speech 

uttered privately in your own home.  

  

Genuine hate crime has to be punished but this bill goes too far. 

 

  

 

“Yet another defeat for the SNP on education….” 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Education Centres 

 

Readers will recall that, in the middle of last year, following the first wave of the pandemic, l 

worked with the outdoor education centres to secure emergency funding until April 2021. The 

Scottish Government provided £2m of the sector’s “ask” of £3.2m but this is not nearly 

enough for financial viability in the future. It case, that around half our centres are perilously 

close to closure and therefore urgent action is still required. For the past few months l have 

been working with the leaders in the sector and with cyclist and adventurist, Marc Beaumont, 

to encourage others to donate money to a new trust fund which can provide additional funds. 

On 18th February, the sector launched its new document with the support of myself, Iain 

Gray (Labour), Liam McArthur (Liberal), Bruce Crawford (SNP) and Alison Johnstone 

(Green). We will continue to assist them in whatever way we can in order to preserve this 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/TzDFfalwhKM&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336166790|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=Uguxhbq9/M7BX%2BvYU%2BFHkbq05piIpVrzM3n1crAEgpw%3D&reserved=0


 

very precious educational asset. 

  

Link - Outdoor Education Booklet PDF 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change Debate 

 

  

Over the past month at the Environment Committee, Members have been scrutinising the 

Scottish Government’s update climate change plan and, last Monday, held the Cabinet 

Secretary Roseanna Cunningham, to account over some key issues. These include those 

issues identified by the witnesses from whom we have taken evidence. 

Principally, they fall into the following 5 categories: 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1UE7dFZ-oa8YYKLqbUckgohwU4R804fSE%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336166790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wmUvTTCZo5iTS%2FOJq6DXy4hpfJq%2B0WBrxe43Ap1rEO0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/i/status/1362302395854839808&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336176780|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=U5%2BJfgN4qJisdBM/tHS7WHShtAl4QdJnUAuNV5AaMio%3D&reserved=0


 

1. Given several key Scottish Government targets have not been met (eg landfill, 

recycling), what has been the main reason for failure? 

2. Why have some industry sectors done very much better than others when it comes to 

moving towards net zero? 

3. Why has there not been a more holistic approach to policy-making to ensure all 

sectors can work together with government(s) – for example should there not be a 

much more joined up approach between forestry and agriculture? 

4. What more can be done to encourage behavioural change? 

5. What new skills are required to make green jobs sustainable for the future? 

 

Salmond v. Sturgeon 

 

  

At last. Alex Salmond should now appear under oath at the Holyrood Committee on 

Wednesday morning. This follows the prolonged wrangle about the publication of his 

evidence. 

A previous version of the submission had been censored by SNP MSPs on the inquiry in 

case it breached court orders, privacy or data laws. That prompted Mr Salmond’s lawyers to 

submit a revised version to put the matter “beyond doubt”. 

However, the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) agreed to publish the evidence 

with some redactions in place. 

While this raises questions about the relationship of parliamentary committees to the SPCB, it 

means Alex Salmond’s claims can now be included in the inquiry’s final report. 

As readers know, Mr Salmond alleges Ms Sturgeon repeatedly misled Holyrood about 

meetings he had with her in 2018 while he was being investigated by her officials over 

alleged sexual misconduct. 



 

He claims his successor therefore breached the Scottish ministerial code - a resignation 

offence which she denies. 

 

Audit Scotland Report On NHS Pandemic Response 

 

 

Just published for those readers who would like to see what Audit Scotland has said about 

the NHS aim Scotland during the pandemic 

 

Please see link below. 

Link - Audit Scotland Report 

 

 

The SNP Is Derailing Scotland's Recovery 

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.audit-scotland.gov.uk%2Freport%2Fnhs-in-scotland-2020&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336176780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SwyzkUlxfuob4dI6JwXrg7gE4UdE%2FmQ3N%2F2XkvGGIbw%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

Nasa's Mars Landing 

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/i/status/1361596605556809730&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336186774|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=8HYeK9znq%2BcY6oYrMoaicMhjofO2TTg7zfiOAuPsghQ%3D&reserved=0


 

Last week NASA successfully landed their latest Mars prop 'Perseverance'. This mission is a 

stunning achievement, that many people said was against the odds and would fail.  

Like NASA we need to persevere against the odds and continue our mission to beat the SNP. 

 

Find Out More About Me Here 

 

Perth & Kinross Conservative Website 

 

 

 

 

   

 

The Scottish Parliament Corporate Body is not responsible for the content of this publication 

or other internet sites. 

I process personal data in line with my obligations under the general Data Protection 

Regulation. For more information, see my privacy notice here - 

http://www.perthandkinrossconservatives.org.uk/privacy 
  

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parliament.scot%2Fmsps%2Fcurrentmsps%2Fliz-smith-msp.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336186774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vxDSHPcyD2hv6G8cthtEKl7CbY7XWPruEoc40E6JH5g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.perthandkinrossconservatives.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40parliament.scot%7C7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637495497336196766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Qj0Hvizqawi6S%2BBYFJGaiVm6JNXGbAIxx8DLDR%2BxSjE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.facebook.com/LizSmithMSP/&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336196766|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=4PZ79ixuErzTAA/7ftgl2MCOfGMSXNmpfSa6e82CtMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://twitter.com/MspLiz&data=04|01|Fergus.Mair@parliament.scot|7a726d1590104e4791e108d8d6c6f70c|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637495497336206762|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=MDknBt7VpsjRVADBgeg50XkhIqXcdU7%2B1HY/OshUOm0%3D&reserved=0

