
  

  

 

Conference 

 

  

 

On Saturday, Douglas Ross delivered an excellent speech at the Party’ virtual conference, 

focusing on the core principle of the union and why independence is not inevitable as some 

people suggest. There has been very good coverage of the speech since but l know some 

members encountered difficulty logging on so here is his speech below in full. 



 

 

 

Visit to Loch Leven’s Larder with Douglas Ross 

 

  

  

Last Monday, I accompanied Douglas on a visit to Loch Leven’s Larder where we met 

owners Emma and Robin Niven. This visit was highly informative both in terms of hearing 

about the Larder’s very successful trading during the pandemic and about the benefits of UK 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DKYk8s7ngZgI%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&data=02|01|Fergus.Mair@Parliament.scot|91bdd120b6ce44f9078908d868af7cdf|d603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081|1|1|637374450238932572&sdata=ZoigYbgKgT21ke9kw4q0cwLdF10ZHjoEFqXm4WU12co%3D&reserved=0


 

Government funding for jobs and furlough and also the benefit of the cut in VAT from 20% to 

5%. 

 

Loch Leven’s Larder closed in the early stages of the pandemic but re-opened with a new 

lay-out of the retail premises and an extended outdoor facility and play area for young 

families. Both have proved hugely popular with local visitors and tourists alike, as has the 

continued reliance on the sale of local farm produce. 

  



  

 

22,000 signatures now on Save our Outdoor Education Centres 

petition 

 

 

On Tuesday 22nd September I was pleased to host my Member’s Business debate on 

safeguarding the future of our residential outdoor education centres and even more pleased 

that 17 MSPs chose to participate all agreeing with the motion. 

 

I wrote to Richard Lochhead, the Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and 

Science, asking for urgent support for our centres as they face up to yet more months without 

any youngsters being able to visit them. 

 

I am awaiting the response from the Scottish Government following the meeting with officials 

and those who run the centres. 

  



Save Scottish Outdoor Centres Petition 

 

 

Voting to prioritise education over independence 

 

  

 

On Wednesday 23rd September, the Scottish Conservatives used their business time to 

demand that the SNP prioritise education over independence. Needless to say the Greens 

combined with the SNP to ensure we wouldn’t win the debate but we made it very clear 

indeed about why the warped priorities of the Scottish Government are so detrimental to our 

schools. 
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Being a lockdown student - Gregor Smith 

 

 

The imprisonment of students is a move by the Scottish Government which even old Eastern 

Europe dictators would have baulked at. Confined to our accommodation with threats of 

expulsion if we dare to venture outside, we have been left in the cold- scared to do anything 

which may constitute such a breach. With many of us working part-time in the hospitality 

sector, it was unclear if going into work would result in the termination of our education. 

 

As we obeyed the orders and stayed inside at the weekend, our same aged non-student 

friends joined the rest of the population in going to pubs and restaurants. We remained in our 

accommodation in disbelief that we could not only be discriminated against but also be 

singled out as a major spreader of the virus. Students have been penalised for going into 

further education and banned from enjoying what should be the best years of our lives. 

Thankfully, the public backlash towards the Scottish Government’s irrational plan to 

permanently ban students from bars and restaurants caused the First Minister to perform a 

high-speed U-Turn- resulting in the lockdown length being reduced to one weekend. 

 

Throughout the summer, universities gave assurances that courses would be ‘blended 

learning’ -  a mix of online and face to face classes, which is why so many students have 

moved into halls or accommodation under the assumption that they had to be present to 

attend their course. Clearly this is not the case, with the fortunate students scrambling to 

book transport home as others are locked into rental agreements. For us that remain at 

university we have one important question that needs to be answered, will we get home for 

Christmas? 

  

 

Some movement from the Scottish Government on the Hate Crime 

Bill 
 



 

As the emails and letters continue to flood in from concerned constituents about the threats to 

free speech, the Scottish Government has made a partial climb down on part 2 of the bill 

admitting that the way sections of the bill currently stand paves the way for misinterpretation 

and the making of bad law. Whilst there is still a long way to go to amend this bill effectively 

there are signs the pressure is telling on the SNP and that they will have to give way. We 

have every intention of continuing that pressure over the coming weeks. 

  

 

Wildlife Crime 

 

 

In comparison with many other categories of crime, good progress has been made on 

reducing wildlife crime but sadly that is not true of the unacceptable abuse which is now 

being levied at those who work on our estates. I am currently campaigning for stricter laws 

and higher penalties. 

  



  



 

Message from the Countryside Alliance regarding its rural crime 

survey- autumn 2020 

 

 

Crime has always been a key issue throughout the countryside, but it has only risen up the 

national agenda over the last few years thanks to growing awareness of the problems that 

rural communities are facing. One of the ways that we like to spread awareness of these 

issues is by coming to you and asking how you are affected by it.  

 

We are seeking the views of those who live in Scotland, and work in, or regularly visit, rural 

areas, on that same subject. Rural policing is an important issue in the countryside, and we’d 

appreciate it if you could tell us about any crimes that have been committed against you, 

including ones that were not reported to the police. How did they make you feel? Did the 

police respond appropriately? These are all important questions and we’re giving you the 

chance to make your voice heard.  

 

This survey will only take around 10 minutes of your time and all responses are anonymous.  

 

The results of this survey will be presented to the Scottish Parliament ahead of the election 

next year in order to make sure that rural crime, and your policing concerns, are given the 

attention that they deserve. We will also present these findings to the Scottish Government 

and Police Scotland. 

 

The survey will close on Sunday 24th October 2020. 

You can view the survey here 

 

 

Crieff Police Station Move 

 

 

Readers will be aware that Crieff Police Station will almost certainly be closing in King Street 

with officers relocating to part of the council office buildings in James Square. The public 

consultation was only completed last week but the proposed move was generally welcomed 

by residents, the majority of whom were delighted to hear that the police presence in the town 

would be retained albeit on a different, more modern site. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.research.net%2Fr%2Fruralcrime&data=02%7C01%7CFergus.Mair%40Parliament.scot%7C91bdd120b6ce44f9078908d868af7cdf%7Cd603c99ccfdd4292926800db0d0cf081%7C1%7C1%7C637374450238952560&sdata=EqwG%2BEqHaiqP82fSUw2%2FmnYx6X2UcQlxdXj0uzy9bxk%3D&reserved=0


  

 

Bank of Scotland Kinross 

 

 

Last Monday, I met with Bank of Scotland officials and Kinross community council 

representatives and Cllr Callum Purves to discuss latest developments regarding the pending 

closure of the Bank of Scotland branch. This remains a matter of great concern to the people 

of Kinross, Milnathort and Cleish especially as local bus networks and timetables have been 

disrupted during the pandemic. 

 

We are hopeful that the Bank of Scotland has now decided to delay the closure of the 

Kinross branch until February next year and that Bank officials will engage fully with local 

residents about concerns over use of the Co-op post office branch for banking services. 

  

 

 

And finally an update on the Alex Salmond inquiry. 
 

Last Thursday in the chamber at FMQs, Nicola Sturgeon and Ruth Davidson had a ferocious 

exchange over the Alex Salmond inquiry. Ruth pressured the first Minister over the Scottish 

Governments handling of not just Alex Salmond's trial, but also how the Scottish Government 

has treated the Scottish Parliaments inquiry into the mishandling of the Salmond case and 



the Scottish Governments refusal to hand over vital evidence.  

 

You can read the exchange below: 

 

Question 1: Subject, Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment 

Complaints (Request for Material) 1. 

 

Ruth Davidson (Edinburgh Central) (Con): In January 2019, the First Minister said that the 

Committee on the Scottish Government Handling of Harassment Complaints, also referred to 

as the Salmond inquiry, 

 

“will be able to request whatever material they want, and I undertake today that we will 

provide whatever material they request.”—[Official Report, 17 January 2019; c 14.] 

 

The inquiry has requested material and the Government has rejected the request. What has 

made the First Minister break her word? 

 

The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon): I take those matters and the inquiry very seriously, as 

all of us should. That is not an accurate characterisation of the position. 

 

As I understand it—and I will come back in a second to say why I am couching it in that 

way— the only material that has not been provided by the Scottish Government is material 

about which there is a legal reason why it cannot be provided. That includes the issue of 

legal privilege, which all organisations must have regard to. 

 

As I understand it—and this information is publicly available—more than 1,000 pages of 

material have been made available by the Government, and Government officials have so far 

given more than 10 hours of oral evidence. The Government has intimated to the committee 

that it intends to initiate legal proceedings to try to get to a position where it can make more 

material available that it cannot currently make available due to legal restrictions. All of what I 

have just said is in the public domain. 

 

I have recused myself from making decisions about the Scottish Government’s 

submissions—I advised Parliament of that back at the outset. The reason for that is very 

simple and absolutely right: part of the remit of the committee is to look at my conduct. I think 

that it would be wrong if I was the minister taking decisions about the content of Scottish 

Government submissions. I am prepared to bet that, if I was in that position, Ruth Davidson 

and others would be standing here saying that that was deeply wrong and improper. 

 

I turn to my position. I am interested in putting the facts out here. I am not sure how much of 

what I am about to say is understood by those who are not on the committee. The committee 



has been in possession of substantial written evidence from me for two months now. That 

has not been published, which is entirely the committee’s decision. However, it is a bit galling 

for me to hear Conservative members of the committee say that somehow I am not 

answering questions. I also stand ready to give oral evidence to the committee at any point it 

chooses to call me. I have not yet been invited to give oral evidence to the committee. 

 

Any accusations that I am somehow not cooperating with the committee have no substance 

at all. I have done everything that the committee has asked of me and I will continue to do so 

because I respect the committee’s process. I am starting to think that that may be the 

difference between me and Conservative members. 

 

Ruth Davidson: I know that the Nicola Sturgeon who is First Minister likes to pretend that 

she is not the Nicola Sturgeon who is also leader of the Scottish National Party, but I struggle 

to believe that the Nicola Sturgeon who committed to the chamber 18 months ago to give the 

inquiry whatever material it requested from her Government is the same Nicola Sturgeon who 

stands here today saying, “I’ve recused myself and it’s nothing to do with me, guv.” 

 

The First Minister did say something that was correct, which was that we saw something 

utterly unprecedented yesterday. The convener of a committee of this Parliament was forced 

to write to the courts to get access to documents that it needs because Scottish Government 

ministers refuse to hand them all over. She has been forced to do so because, in her words: 

 

“We had hoped to be in a position to hear further oral evidence, but with responses still 

outstanding from the Scottish Government, the chief executive of the SNP and the former 

First minister, all of this means that we simply cannot proceed at this stage.” 

 

Two of those demands fall directly within the gift of the First Minister, who is head of the 

Scottish Government and leader of the SNP. She could ensure with a snap of her fingers that 

the evidence is provided. Why will she not do so? 

 

The First Minister: It is interesting that the letter from the committee’s convener seeks the 

court’s permission to publish material. The Scottish Government had already intimated to the 

committee that it was going to initiate legal proceedings in order to put itself in a position 

where it can provide material that it cannot currently provide because of legal restrictions. 

The Scottish Government actually wants and intends to do exactly that. 

 

The material that has not been provided is material that cannot be provided for one legal 

reason or another. Other than that, and as I have said, 1,000 or more pages of material and 

10 hours of oral evidence by Scottish Government officials have already been given. 

 

It is important, for a variety of reasons, to take the committee seriously. Regarding my role as 



party leader, a request for evidence was made to the SNP. That is all in the public domain 

and can be found on the committee’s website. That request was acceded to and evidence 

was given by the deadline that the committee set. People can go and read the request and 

the answers that were given. The committee made further requests and did not put a 

deadline on those, but that material is currently being prepared. The idea that the Scottish 

Government or the SNP is trying to obstruct the committee bears no scrutiny whatsoever. 

 

I come back to this point: I was asked to give evidence to the committee in a personal 

capacity and I did that two months ago when I gave substantial written evidence to it. It is not 

down to me that that has not been published yet. I stand ready at any time—today, next 

week, the week after that—to turn up at the committee and give evidence to it orally. I have 

not had an invitation to do that yet. 

 

When I said earlier that I suspected some of the Conservatives’ motives here, I was met with 

a cry of “That’s outrageous!” I will say why I fear that what I said is the case. I have given that 

written evidence and stand ready to give oral evidence when I am invited to do so. However, 

despite presumably knowing that, a Conservative member of the committee issues almost 

every week political comment to the effect that I am not answering questions. It starts to 

sound to me like it does not matter to the Conservatives what evidence any of us gives: they 

have already made up their minds about the outcome that they want the committee to have. 

 

Ruth Davidson: And yet the funny thing is that the question that I asked her related to a 

quote from the SNP convener of that committee, so I do not think that it is just a party-political 

issue. 

 

If the Scottish Government is not going to fully co-operate with the inquiry, and if the First 

Minister is not going to keep her word that she will “provide whatever material” the committee 

requests, I am afraid that she leaves us no option but to come here and ask questions 

directly to her face. I will therefore ask her one. 

 

In recent days, private messages purporting to come from the SNP’s chief executive, Peter 

Murrell, have been published in the media. The messages say that it is a 

 

“good time to be pressurising” 

 

the police, and 

 

“TBH the more fronts he is having to firefight on the better for all complainers.” 

 

In this case, “he” is Alex Salmond. 

 



We do not know whether those messages actually come from the SNP chief executive, but 

they were passed to the committee, and it deserves answers. I directly ask the First Minister, 

who is also the leader of the SNP: are those messages genuine or not? 

 

The First Minister: As I understand it, the obtaining of those messages—and the passing of 

them to the committee; it appears to me that when they were passed to the committee, they 

were immediately leaked to the media—is currently a matter of police investigation. 

 

I am happy to answer any questions before that committee that it wants to ask. People are 

saying answer—the committee has not asked me. I am not standing here—and I do not think 

that it is reasonable—to be asked questions about things that other people might or might not 

have done. Call the people who the messages are purported to come from and ask them the 

questions; call me and I will answer for myself. 

 

The issue here is that the committee can convene this afternoon and I will answer questions 

about my conduct before that committee. It is outrageous that I am in a position right now of 

having given written evidence to the committee two months ago that has not been 

published—that is not down to me. I have not been invited to give evidence to the committee, 

yet I am somehow being accused of not being prepared to answer questions and, in 

Parliament, being expected to answer on behalf of other people. If people want to take this 

seriously, treat the committee process with respect and take it seriously. 

 

Ruth Davidson: My understanding is that the police inquiry is about how the SNP’s former 

justice minister received the messages. That does not preclude the First Minister from saying 

whether they are genuine—she knows that. Throughout this affair, the First Minister’s excuse 

has been that she can swap hats whenever it suits her: Nicola Sturgeon who leads the SNP 

is not the same person as Nicola Sturgeon who runs the Scottish Government. That is 

complete nonsense and hides the truth, which is the shabby abuse of power that this affair 

has revealed. 

 

We have the head of the civil service having to be recalled to the inquiry because she cannot 

remember or will not answer key questions; a tranche of Government emails related to the 

inquiry deleted; committee hearings having to be suspended because they cannot continue 

due to obstruction; and a committee chairwoman having to write to the courts to get 

information that the First Minister promised 18 months ago she would undertake to provide. 

 

Two years ago, Nicola Sturgeon told the media with regards to the Salmond case: 

 

“I ... relish the prospect to answer all and every question”. 

 

On today’s performance, the question is, when is she going to start? 



 

 

The First Minister: Okay. I have not been invited to give evidence to the committee, so 

here—[Interruption.] Here it is: I will turn up to the committee next week and give evidence, if 

the committee invites me. 

 

I gave written evidence to the committee, meeting its deadline, two months ago. That has not 

been published. Let me be very clear: I respect the committee’s right to decide what it 

publishes and when, but I cannot be held responsible for the fact that the evidence that I 

have submitted has not yet been published. I cannot be held responsible for the fact that the 

committee has not yet invited me to give evidence. I am trying to respect the process of the 

committee. The committee can call me any time that it likes. I will turn up on the date and at 

the committee room, as the committee asks, and I will give evidence to it. It has not yet asked 

me to do so. 

Find Out More About Me Here 
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